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conscience gave me, to consult others (men who also count) to
know if I were doing my duty* All were of the same opinion,
that my business is art, it is my stock-in-trade, the future of
my children, it is the honour of the name that I have given
them* Consequently, I work for my art which is nothing
(pecuniarily) at the moment (times are difficult), but which I
can divine for the future. It's a long process, you all say, but
what am I to do? I am the first to suifer. I can assure you that if
the people who know said that I had no talent and that I am
lazy, I would have abandoned the game long ago/' Elsewhere, he
continued; "The day shall come when the children will be
able to show themselves before anyone, anywhere, with the
name of their father as a help and an honour* The children, at
the age of twenty, will have to begin earning a living* Do you
think that those influential friends whom I shall have gained
will not be there to get them started? And I do not think that
in business I would have obtained a similar result/'
A little comically, he reproaches Mette with failing to write
to him, and dramatises their positions. "Our two lives are
broken! It is no use crying* The past is never effaced, it is
forgotten sometimes * * * without mother, wife, children!
Cursed by all my family! Your silence has certainly tried me
more, made me more unhappy than my financial reverses/' That
he was conscious and even hopeful of the possibilities of the
future, when once his mind had been made up to go to Tahiti,
is evidenced again by another short reference to the past, at
about the time of his return to Paris* "The past is never
effaced/' he repeats, "but one may cover it with the future/'
It is impossible to tell whether Mette or Gauguin first chose
to inform the other that their two lives were broken, for
Gauguin also reproached her for using the expression* It is
not possible to believe that either yet believed it, although it
was in many ways the truth already*
Mette is told of his proposed escape to Polynesia* There is no
mention now of the possibility of this plan preventing their
reunion* He speaks to her frankly of founding a new family